· [bookmark: _GoBack]Post your short description of a mechanism in operation to this week’s forum for discussion.

Discussion 
This week’s discussion post regards the description of the mechanisms of operation of different items. My item of interest is wedge. Wedge is a triangular shaped inclined plane. One of its sides lies on the surface. It has a sharp tail end which acts as a cutter or as a balancing point. To determine the strength of the wedge, we define the slope ratio to its width. Therefore, when balancing using the wedge, we place the balancing tool on the sharp edge of the wedge, then put objects with different masses on the opposite sides of the balancing tool. The wedge acts as the pivot and the distance from the pivot to the object is determined by the weight of the objects. The heavier object is placed near the pivot while the lighter object further from the pivot (Horvath, 2016). 
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Student 1-The mechanism birds use to fly is very complex and often can be very challenging. There are several different flying styles one, in particular, the thermal gliding is very interesting. The thermal gliding flight is used for a variety of big birds as a way to save energy and achieve high altitudes with great efficiency. It is preferably used by large birds that are living on the continents. They use upward thermal currents to rise, leaving their wings open and maneuvering to keep out of the hot air bubble. It is possible to see flocks of black-headed vultures flying in circles and gaining altitude. Their wings are naturally larger to help in this process. Once the bird is gliding above the thermal air, no energy is necessary to move. The aerodynamic shape of their body combined with nature do all the work. If for any reason it is necessary to land, the bird can easily go gliding to the specific location. If before landing the birds change its mind, it is possible to follow the natural flow upwards again.
Hello, it’s very interesting to learn the mechanisms behind birds flying. I believe there are many factors that come into play that determine how birds fly. In my opinion, the instruction guidelines required us to pick a concept that we can fully identify all the functional components for the functioning. However, on top of thermal gliding as you identified, birds flip their wings to gain up thrust. Additionally, their streamlined body minimizes friction enabling them to fly with efficiency.  
Student 2 In this week post, I will like to write on one of my favorite kitchen wear, and I believe a lot of us have used in one way or the other - blender.
The individual, and often replaceable, components of a blender consists of the following items: Housing, Blade, Jar, Gasket or seal ring, Jar base or jar nut and Lid. The base of the blender is the housing which contains a high-speed, fan-cooled electric motor ans speed control. In some model, the blade is permanently attached to the housing, but in some cases the blade, gasket and jar base are separate piece that fit together to the jar. The blade sits inside the gasket, which prevents leakage.
The assembled jar snaps onto a clutch which protrude from the housing and attaches to the blade. The lid forms an airtight seal on the jar to prevent spilling. The blades are made of stainless steel for durability and maximum sharpness arranged in multiple planes and set at different angels. This will result in more contact between the food and the blade to give you desired result.
Emile Sennebogen (September, 2003). How Blender Works. Retrieved May 30, 2018                                                     www.home.howstuffworks.com/blender
Response 
Hello, this is a very well throughout discussion. You have keenly adhered to the instruction details. In regards to the functionality of kitchen blender, you have listed all the components, individual functionality details and their make which is greatly informative. Furthermore, apart from the naming and explanation of separate component parts of the blender, the explanation of how the blender functions is straightforward and this is easily understood by the readers. I acknowledge your efforts to undertake adequate research on the same. However, you failed to give the details of the power source were for the blender to function. This is an essential aspect that was overlooked.

